GOOD CHARLOTTE - THE MAINE -

SZ°9% ‘WSN 0LZ3:

ROACI'I

3 " 4
DR ROCK N’ ROLL

HALESTORM

: >.= WE THE KINGS
| A”ELS AND AIRWAVES
| 5 SICK'‘PUPPIES
YELLOWCARD
VERSAEMERGE
TOPLOADER

THERE FOR TOMORROW
THE CRAVE

DCTANE OK

THE MATERIAL




*- MEMO

| — et —

ABLE-MI

MR Same omem— e —

\E !Al.v

'W'{th so many great bands in the world it’s often easy to miss some of the amazing ones. Turns out The Material
from San Diego are one such band. So far they've not been snapped up by a record label - which is criminal
considering the quality of their songs. The band however are fighting hard to get their music out to more and more
people - and their album ‘What We Are’ is something you need to hear.

Vucahsl Colleen D'Agostine lells us, *For the
past 5 years, The Malerial has really been
everything to me. We finally have a current line-up of
members who feel the same way as | do. Our band
started in San Diego when we all had jobs and apart-
ments, and now we are full-time nomads playing music
logether every day. This band Is like family, and besides
our relationships, there Is nothing more important to us
than achieving our commaon goal of making music for
a living.”

You can tell straight away with her performance of
the vocals how much this all means lo Colleen. She's
a singer who lives and breathes what she does. Every
line Is sang with passion. "Being passionate about
music and life in general is so important if you want
your time on earth lo be meaningful,” she says.

The band have just started being managed by
Dave and Matt of Maphia Management. Dave Aguilera
was previously in the rock band Bleed The Dream. “It's
greal o work with people who are coming from the
artist side of things,” says Calleen. “Dave gets it. He's
been there, and he knows what it Is like to be in a band
trying to work your way up - which is a huge plus. He
appreciates the hard work we have put in on our own,
without the help of a label or booking agency, and rec-
ognizes that we work a lot harder than most bands to
make things happen for ourselves. It's nice to get some
recognition like that from someone who knows how dif-
ficult the industry can be.”

Cnlleen studied classical music and opera while
at college. She says this helped her as an
artist. “It acts as a foundation for every other musical
genre. It really has shaped me In the way that | sing,
my vocal technique, my warm-up routines, and the mu-
sical knowledge | bring to the table. Singing every night
on tour can be pretty harsh on your voice if you don't
take the time to learn how to sing properly. | used to re-
gret spending four years in college when | could have
been out touring, but now | feel proud to be able to call
myself a ‘musician’ rather than just a 'singer’ because
of the work | put into getting my music degree.”

When asked if she thinks The Material can bring
anything to rock music that it's lacking, she replies, *I
think our music does a goed job of bridging the gap of
rock and pop music. We are going in a more edgy di-
rection now but | am happy that we have kept the radio-

friendly catchiness of our songs. Of course | would like
to see famale-fronted bands be taken more seriously
as well... but that is a whole other story.*

Despite being unsigned, the band has achieved
sorne great accolades - not least their song 'Moving To
Seattle’ featured on the video game Rock Band, “To
date we have had about 300,000 downloads of that
song on Rock Band, so it has defipitely been the most
helpful promotional tool we have had so far. It's great
to show up to a new city and see fanis singing the lyrics
to that song. As an independent band without label sup-
port and promotion, we know we have Rock Band to
thank for helping those fans discover The Material "

‘What Happens Next' off the album is the official
theme song of MTV's Freshwaler Blue and the band
have had songs appear on The Hills and Sorority For-
ever. "Freshwater Blue has been a huge blessing in
that It is helping our intemational fan base grow,” states
Colleen regarding the Australian based series. *| hope
that we will have more licensing opportunities with our
new album so that even if our music is not on the radio,
people are hearing our songs on TV. One song in par-
ticular that | would like to see on a show would be ‘I'm
Alive’. It has a really mysterious mood and an awe-
some outro. | would love o see it on a TV series with a
mare serious tone like Grey's Anatomy or CSI. That
would be awesome!”

n 'AWorld Outside' Calleen sings 'l know it's hard

to get back up when the world has turned on
you'. Lyrics like this have no doubt helped lots of fans
- and will continue to help them. The song also helps
Colleen herself. “The message of this song s lo keep
going, and never give up, even when times are tough.
This song is not just a reminder to the fans, it is a re-
minder to myself because sometimes | get really
stressed out and | have to remember that time spent
worrying about things beyond our control is time
wasled. Whenever | sing this song live It helps to meltt
away any bad energy | have been carrying around that
day. | know the song means a lot to our fans because
our album had only been out less than a month when
we started getting pictures from fans who had gotten
lattoos saying 'Keep believing, keep on breathing’
which are the pre-chorus lyrics. This has in tum helped
me see that what | sing about really does make a dif-
ference and it inspires me to keep writing."

The album ‘What We Are' took the band almost
two years to complete. With the end result now on sale
Colleen says, "l can finally say that it captures all the
hope, joy, loss, hurl, and struggle that we have been
through in the past couple years, and | am really proud
of it. Personally, | wrote the bulk of the lyrics when my
parants split up last year, and when our band was los-
ing members and making changes. What we went
through during that time really shaped a lol of these
songs, Allin all | think that this album makes the state-
ment that as long as you stay true to yourself, you can
do amazing things."

Qutside of The Material, Colleen expands her
artistic creation in other areas. She has a website, col-
orandsoundcreative.com, which showcases some of
the art that she's produced. "My art work is a medium
for me o express feelings on canvas. | am so blessed
to have such supportive fans that buy my artwork which
helps me pay my bills when | am on the road. As far as
the band goes, the merch table is my creation, We
have a pretty cool merch set up that | crealed with suit-
cases and lights and picture frames." Color and Sound
started as a way to escape writer's block. Colleen ex-
plaing, “There was a point when we were on a deadline
to finish some songs and | couldn't for the life of me fin-
ish the lyrics. Rather than force something | wasn't in-
spired to write, | started painting. | don't think | had any
real breakthroughs for lyrics while painting - it was more
of a way for me to think outside the box.”

Colleen rounds things up by telling us what mark
she and the band would like o leave on the warld. "1
want our music o be memarable. | want our name to
be relevant for future generations. | want our music to
touch lives and inspire creativity. But most of all | want
our fans to realize that they are just as much a part of
The Material as we are. We owe any success we have
had so far to the relationships we have made with
friends, fans and music supporters and | want them all
to know how truly thankful for that. We have been given
the ability to forge our own path and we hope everyone
will come along with us!”

If you haven't yet, take a listen to The Material at
www.wearethematerial.com — and become a fan and
part of The Material too!
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